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A spellbinding tale about an ambitious young woman who must thwart an occult plot by time-traveling fascists 

during the chaos of the London Blitz—from “one of our most powerful writers of wayward historical fiction” 

(The Washington Post). Following the acclaim of his previous novels Golden Hill and Cahokia Jazz, Francis 

Spufford delivers a masterpiece of literary fantasy, hailed by Joe Hill as “a book that scoops up all the wonder 

and hope and pleasure of the Narnia novels, and pours it into a story for grown-ups.” It’s the summer of 1939, 

and the air in London is thick with the tension... The author’s use of language emphasizes precision and 

readability. Word choice supports clarity while still allowing for expressive nuance, enhancing narrative 

quality.
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