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ABOUT BOOK Award-winning author Teddy Wayne follows the tremendous critical success of 
his breakout sensation The Winner—a New York Times Top Ten Thriller of the Year—with 
another seductively twisty page-turner about the explosive impact of a beautiful Norwegian au 
pair on a celebrated novelist and his wife.Steven Hammer was once an acclaimed literary star. 
Now, his career is floundering, his marriage to a high-powered woman is crumbling, and the 
only bright spot in his life is Astrid, the Norwegian au pair who cares for their children—and 
reveres his neglected novels. But what begins as a secret... The book’s ability to sustain interest 
over time is one of its defining qualities. Rather than relying on repetitive patterns, it introduces 
variations that keep the narrative fresh. This adaptability ensures that readers remain curious 
about what comes next. The narrative encourages readers to remain attentive by offering subtle 
connections between events. Small details introduced earlier often gain significance later in the 
story. This sense of continuity rewards careful reading and enhances satisfaction. The story 
benefits from its well-defined structure, which helps maintain momentum throughout. Each 
section contributes to the larger narrative arc, ensuring that the story feels purposeful. This 
structural clarity enhances readability and overall enjoyment.
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