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ABOUT BOOK When a tech billionaire’s widow and ex-wives gather for his funeral, they 
witness a final reversal of fortune in this razor-sharp short story by #1 New York Times 
bestselling author Liane Moriarty. In the car on the way to her husband’s funeral, Honey Beckett 
still can hardly believe that Barney is actually dead. Granted, he was more than twice her age. 
But he was Barney Beckett, visionary tech genius, full of surprises—by turns romantic, 
inspirational, and controlling. Always in control. At the service, she impulsively goes to sit with 
the three ex-wives: practical Rita, fiery Svetlana,... The story’s conclusion aligns well with the 
journey that precedes it, offering resolution without unnecessary excess. This thoughtful ending 
contributes to overall satisfaction. The author’s ability to manage multiple elements within the 
story contributes to its overall strength. Plot, character, and theme are integrated in a way that 
feels cohesive rather than fragmented. This integration supports a smooth and engaging 
narrative. The book’s thematic elements are woven into the story in a subtle manner. Rather than 
presenting ideas directly, the author allows themes to emerge through events and character 
choices. This indirect approach encourages readers to engage more actively with the text and 
form their own interpretations.
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