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A deeply evocative novel of the life of Isabella Stewart Gardner, a daring visionary who created an inimitable 

legacy in American art and transformed the city of Boston itself. By the time Isabella Stewart Gardner opened 

her Italian palazzo-style home as a museum in 1903 to showcase her collection of old masters, antiques, and 

objects d’art, she was already well-known for scandalizing Boston’s polite society. But when Isabella first 

arrived in Boston in 1861, she was twenty years old, newly married to a wealthy trader, and unsure of herself. 

Puzzled by the frosty reception she received... Readers often appreciate how the book respects their ability to 

interpret events and themes independently. Rather than providing explicit explanations, the narrative 

encourages thoughtful engagement and personal reflection.
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